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May 12, 2026 
 
 
 
Honorable Buffy Wicks, Chair 
Appropriations Committee 
California State Assembly 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Support for AB 1603 (Schultz) Re: Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS): Department of Pesticide Regulation 

Dear Chair Wicks: 

On behalf of our members and supporters, the undersigned organizations write today to express 
strong support for AB 1603, a bill that would (a) ban all PFAS pesticides by 2035, (b) ban PFAS 
pesticides disallowed in the EU by 2030, (c) place a moratorium upon enactment on the approval of 
new PFAS pesticides by the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR), (d) require PFAS 
manufacturers to add labels to PFAS pesticide products detailing PFAS-related human health and 
environmental effects, and (e) while they are still in use, designate PFAS pesticides as restricted use 
materials subject to disclosure in all digital media, including the Spray Days Notification system.  

Background and Context  

An Environmental Working Group (EWG) analysis revealed that 15 million pounds of PFAS 
pesticides were applied to California farmland over a six-year period (2018–2023), averaging 2.5 
million pounds annually. Further, 37% of non-organic California-grown produce contained PFAS 
pesticide residues, according to a recent Environmental Working Group analysis of DPR residue 
data. Since California grows over half of the nation’s produce, these findings suggest that 
Californians and families across the United States are regularly exposed to PFAS pesticides in their 
food. These findings also raise serious concerns around environmental and health-related harms 
associated with such broad PFAS pesticide applications.  

Despite these risks, California’s regulatory infrastructure does not accurately characterize or 
regulate PFAS pesticides and is not equipped to address the magnitude of potential widespread 
PFAS contamination of water and soil. Already, state monitoring indicates that PFAS pesticides are 
frequently detected in surface waters, sediment and wastewater influent and effluent.  

PFAS Harms to the Environment 

Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, are a class of fluorinated molecules 
containing at least one fully fluorinated carbon atom. PFAS are highly persistent, move easily in the 
environment, and do not break down in the environment. As a result, they are called “forever 
chemicals.” Their environmental and human impacts can span decades to centuries, as they 
contaminate ground and surface water, soil, and air.  

PFAS can also harm wildlife, with research showing PFAS chemicals are linked to tumors in 
animals and lower reproductive rates in birds. Honeybee populations exposed to very low 
concentrations of Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS), one type of PFAS, halted all brood-rearing 
in the colony, reduced or stopped resource gathering, impaired activity, and significantly decreased 
hive population size.  

https://www.ewg.org/research/ewg-25-million-pounds-toxic-pfas-pesticides-spread-california-farmland-annually
https://www.ewg.org/research/forever-chemicals-contaminate-nearly-40-non-organic-california-grown-produce
https://www.ewg.org/research/forever-chemicals-contaminate-nearly-40-non-organic-california-grown-produce
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PFAS Harms to Human Health 

PFAS chemicals are linked to a litany of adverse health effects, including elevated risks of cancer, 
high cholesterol, immune dysfunction, developmental delays, and reproductive harm. According to 
the US EPA, food ingestion is a major human exposure route. Given that 37% of California-grown 
non-organic produce is tainted with PFAS pesticides, PFAS pesticides are a significant source of 
our food-derived exposure. Agricultural runoff also serves as a major source of PFAS 
contamination in waterways, where these 'forever chemicals' bioaccumulate through the food chain, 
creating significant health risks for fish consumers. Further, the release of PFAS pesticides into the 
environment may contribute to the PFAS detected in drinking water systems serving 25.4 million 
Californians. Millions of Californians are cumulatively exposed to PFAS chemicals, warranting 
expedited measures to decrease PFAS-related exposures.  

Farmworker and Farm Working Communities  

Counties with the highest PFAS application rates also have high percentages of Latino farmworker 
populations, who are on the frontlines of PFAS pollution and live or work near fields that regularly 
apply PFAS pesticides. This is truly concerning, as these populations are already disproportionately 
exposed to toxic pesticides as well as other PFAS exposure routes, such as in-field crop residues 
and pesticide handling. 

State of PFAS Pesticides Regulation 

California utilizes 53 of the 70 PFAS pesticides approved by the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency. Yet, no additional oversight or scrutiny has been added to this class of 
pesticides. DPR’s definition of PFAS does not correlate with the definition used by the Department 
of Toxic Substance Control, the California Biomonitoring Program, and multiple state statutes.  

Also, the evaluation of toxicity assessments for PFAS pesticides does not give special attention to 
breakdown products of PFAS pesticides, such as trifluoroacetic acid (TFA), which is a PFAS that 
degrades from other PFAS and is contaminating water sources.  TFA is found at high rates in 
human blood, and is increasingly associated with reproductive toxicity and immunotoxicity. Finally, 
PFAS pesticides are not considered ‘restricted use materials’, even though they carry high and on-
going risks to public health, workers, and the environment.  

California Provides Half the Nation’s Produce Supply, But Fails to Stop PFAS Pesticide Use  

The widespread presence of PFAS pesticides on California-grown produce underscores a 
concerning and largely unaddressed gap in pesticide oversight and PFAS use reductions. The 
California Legislature has recognized the need to drastically curb the use of PFAS by enacting 
numerous laws prohibiting PFAS in consumer products and firefighting foam.  However, 
widespread use of PFAS pesticides – which contaminate our food – has gone unfettered. 

Assembly Bill 1603 calls for greater transparency around PFAS pesticide usage in California, halts 
new approvals of PFAS pesticides, and protects all Californians and other states from additional 
PFAS bioaccumulation and chronic, environmental persistence by banning all PFAS pesticides by 
2035.  

 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412024006470
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acs.est.5c08146
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acs.est.5c08146
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.4c06189?ref=pdf
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We respectfully urge a YES vote on AB 1603.  

Susan Little 
Environmental Working Group (Cosponsor) 
 
Sarah Aird 
Californians for Pesticide Reform (Cosponsor) 
 
Sakereh Maskel 
Pesticide Action and Agroecology Network (Cosponsor) 
 
Sarah Erhlich 
Center for Environmental Health (Cosponsor) 
 
Andria Ventura 
Clean Water Action (Strong Supporter) 
 
Saveena Takhar 
Consumer Attorneys of California  
 
Robert M. Gould, MD 
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility  
 
Suzanne Hume 
CleanEarth4Kids.org 
 
Lenny Siegel 
Center for Public Environmental Oversight 
 
Jenn Engstrom 
California Public Interest Research Group (CALPIRG) 
 
Jim Lindburg 
Friends Committee on Legislation of California 
 
Dr. Elizabeth Dougherty 
Wholly H2O 
 
Jill Buck, M.S., Ed.  
Go Green Initiative 
 
Lisette van Vliet 
Breast Cancer Prevention Partners (BCPP) 
 
Sibella Kraus 
Sustainable Agriculture Education (SAGE) 
 
Lendri Purcell 
Families Advocating for Chemical and Toxics Safety (FACTS) 

http://cleanearth4kids.org/
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Jonathan Evans 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Jeni Knack 
Parents Against SSFL 
 
Kristina Sinclair 
Center for Food Safety 
 
Neela Roy  
Sonoma County Youth Environmental Action Committee 
 
Janice Schroeder 
West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs 
 
Erin Axelrod 
LIFT Economy 
 
Lindsey Pratt 
Sierra Harvest 
 
Bradley Angel 
Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice 
 
Kim Konte 
Non-Toxic Neighborhoods 
 
Ann Lopez 
Center for Farmworker Families 
 
Christine Farren 
Foodwise 
 
Malik Glasgow 
Access to Thrive 
 
Deborah Ramelli 
Ceres Community Project 
 
Akashdeep Singh, JD 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
 
Chance Cutrano 
Resource Renewal Institute 
 
Kathleen Kilpatrick 
Campaign for Organic and Regenerative Agriculture  
 
Valerie Ventre-Hutton 
350 Bay Area Action 
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Anne Katten 
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
 
Vanessa Terán 
Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing Project (MICOP) 
 
Kimberly Baker 
Environmental Protection Information Center (EPIC) 
 
Andy Ollove 
Fresh Approach 
 
Carley Clemons 
Children Now 
 
Helen Dodd 
Farm2People 
 
Alicia Acevedo  
Acevedo Media LLC 
 
Jay Feldman 
Beyond Pesticides 
 
Marty Farrell 
California Coastkeeper Alliance 
 
Robert W. Bowcock 
Integrated Resource Management 
 
Erin Brockovich 
Erin Brockovich Inc. 
 
Francisco Rodriguez 
Monterey Bay Central Labor Council 
 
Gustavo Aguirre, Sr. 
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment 
 
Kelsey Hinton 
Community Water Center 
 
David F. Gassman 
Bay Area-System Change not Climate Change 
 
Martha Dina Argüello 
Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los Angeles 
 
Nayamin Martinez 
Central California Environmental Justice Network 



 8 

 
Matt Holmes 
California Environmental Justice Coalition 
 
Bianca Lopez 
Valley Improvement Projects 
 
David Diaz 
Active San Gabriel Valley 
 
Shannon Olivieri Hovis 
California Environmental Voters 
 
Arlene Blum 
Green Science Policy Institute 
 
Gabriela Facio 
Sierra Club California  
 
Melissa Morris  
The 5 Gyres Institute  
 
Cara Cook 
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 
 
Vanessa Forsythe RN MSN 
California Nurses for Environmental Health and Justice  
 
Gregory Loarie 
Earthjustice 
 
Kimberly Baker 
Klamath Forest Alliance 
 
Dr. Marketa Houskova, DNP, RN 
American Nurses Association\ California  
 
Yanely Martinez 
Safe Ag Safe Schools 
 
Belita Cowan 
Lymphoma Foundation of America 
 
Marion Silverbear 
Encampment for Citizenship 
 
Teresa Gomez 
Coalition Advocating for Pesticide Safety 805 (CAPS 805) 
 
Cristina Gutierrez 
Coalition Advocating for Pesticide Safety-Tulare County (CAPS-TC) 
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Larry Glass 
SAFE Alternatives for our Forest Environment 
 
Larry Glass 
Northcoast Environmental Center 
 
Michael Claiborne 
Leadership Council for Justice and Accountability 
 
Sirine Rached 
Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives 
 
Maureen Brennan 
Sunflower Alliance 
 
Constance Beutel 
Benicia Good Neighbor Steering Committee 
 
Beth Smoker 
California Food and Farming Network 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


