
Safe Ag Safe Schools' concerns about growing pesticide threats and inaction of Ag Commissioner
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Bcc: 

April 30, 2026
Via email: agcomm@co.monterey.ca.us

 

Dear County Agricultural Commissioner Hidalgo,

Safe Ag Safe Schools is more deeply concerned than ever about highly hazardous pesticide use in Monterey County after our meeting
with you on April 1.
When our group that met with you gathered outside after the meeting, one of the members summed up our general observations: “He
agreed to do nothing more than what he’s already doing. He basically said he doesn’t care what the people want; he takes his orders only
from DPR.”
Two categories of the most health-harming pesticides, fumigants and organophosphates – pesticides that have been banned in dozens of
countries – are increasing in use in Monterey County. Your inaction will not improve that.
Regarding fumigants, 82,856 pounds of cancer-causing 1,3-D and lung-damaging chloropicrin were applied in 2010 within ¼-mile of
schools.  This fumigant information was published in the 2014 Department of Public Health’s Agricultural Pesticide Use Near Public

Schools in California.
[1]

 That figure jumped to 123,048 pounds of the two combined fumigants in 2022 – a 49% increase.
[2]

“Between 2018 and 2022, applications of 1,3-D fell by more than 20 percent statewide, but rose by more than 80 percent in Monterey,

according to an analysis by Inside Climate News.”
[3]

 In the most recently released DPR pesticide use reports, more than 3.4 million

pounds of just three fumigants – 1,3-dichloropropene, chloropicrin, and metam-potassium – were applied in 2023 in Monterey County.
[4]

With brain-harming organophosphates, we see the same disturbing pattern: use is down elsewhere but increasing in Monterey County.
Between 2016 and 2021, according to a peer-reviewed study that included the UC Berkeley CHAMACOS researchers, organophosphate

use decreased in California by 54% but increased in Monterey County by 26%.
[5]

 In fact, more than a fifth of organophosphate use by
pounds in California is concentrated in our county.

TABLE: Organophosphate Use in Monterey County versus California, 2023

Organophosphate(federally registered) California Monterey County
CA status 2023

pounds
Toxic Air

Contaminant
CA Prop 65 2023

pounds
% of CA

total
Acephate   138,085   18,940 14
Bensulide   383,989   173,380 45
Chlorethoxyfos no active

registered
products

   

Chlorpyrifos Canceled,
no active
registered
products

1,933  Yes Reproductive/
developmental

toxicant

0 0

Chlorpyrifos-methyl  
Coumaphos one

registered
product

(pest strip)

0.05  0 0

Diazinon   39,932 0 0
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Dichlorvos (DDVP)   4,091 Yes Cancer 15 0.4
Dicrotophos no active

registered
products

 

Dimethoate   111,215 Cancer 4,472 4
Ethoprophos (Ethoprop) restricted 13,006 4 0.03
Malathion   272,549 Cancer 34,568 13
Naled   232,889 15,392 7
Phorate restricted 3,452  0 0
Phosmet   6,615 0.35 0
Terbufos no active

registered
products

 

Tribufos (S,s,s-tributyl phosphorotrithioate) restricted 3,504  Yes Cancer 0 0
TOTAL 1,064,286 227,831 21

2023 data from DPR Pesticide Use Reports (https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/pesticide-use-in-california/pesticide-use-reporting)

Organophosphate (federally registered)  

CA status Total
country

bans

Banned or
Not

approved in
EU

Acephate 43 Banned
Bensulide 37 Not approved
Chlorethoxyfos no active

registered
products

37 Not approved

Chlorpyrifos Canceled,
no active
registered
products

44 Banned

Chlorpyrifos-methyl 36 Banned
Coumaphos one registered

product (pest
strip)

37 Not approved

Diazinon 48 Banned
Dichlorvos (DDVP) 39 Banned
Dicrotophos no active

registered
products

41 Not approved

Dimethoate 38 Banned
Ethoprophos (Ethoprop) restricted 43 Banned
Malathion 40 Banned
Naled 30 Banned
Phorate restricted 87 Banned
Phosmet 28 Banned
Terbufos no active

registered
products

50 Banned

Tribufos restricted 29 Not approved
Ban and European Union information from “PAN INTERNATIONAL CONSOLDIATED LIST OF BANNED PESTICIDES, 7th Edition, Dec 2024”

That same study found more than half of all births in Monterey County-- the highest in the State – were to women living within one
kilometer of organophosphate applications. That is the distance the quarter-Century-long longitudinal CHAMACOS study has found linked

to numerous neurological and lung damages in Salinas Valley children.
[6]

Two recent scientific studies have added to our understanding of and concern for the health-harming threats from organophosphate

exposure. A study of Parkinson’s Disease found positive associations with fourteen organophosphates.
[7]

 In another study
[8]

, prenatal

exposure to certain organophosphates had increased odds of low Apgar scores.
[9]

Yet, when we asked you to merely require Notices of Intent to apply organophosphate pesticides, so that you could regulate their use more
carefully, you refused, “Just to be candid and straightforward, based on the results from the [Pajaro] air-monitoring station, I don’t think
that’s warranted at this point.” You claimed that at the DPR air monitor in Pajaro,

at this point, they haven’t found anything that is an alarm, based on their health screening levels that they have set up for these materials … I can feel
confident in that [air-monitoring] data that they’re giving in Pajaro could be pretty comparable to what we might see in other parts of the county, because
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the commodities are basically the same for the area here.
[10]

We were aghast. In our group’s discussion after the meeting, we were in disbelief that you argued that the air-monitor in Pajaro could tell
us anything about conditions 30 miles away in Salinas and 60 from Greenfield, especially when the organophosphate application patterns
are not similar.
Without the benefit of air-monitors, one way CHAMACOS researchers have estimated organophosphate exposure in the Salinas Valley is
with application concentrations within a kilometer – how many pounds of organophosphates were applied within a one kilometer radius.
The CHAMACOS team has found that for every 522 pounds of combined organophosphates applied within one kilometer of a pregnant

mother, her child tended to lose 2.2 IQ points.
[11]

 Using the same organophosphate concentration in weight by area, we can estimate
similar threat levels with DPR’s pesticide use reports by Public Land Survey (PLS) sections, which are one square-mile. The map below,
adjusted for all-year concentrations equal to the nine-month pregnancy concentrations found by CHAMACOS, demonstrates that the
Salinas Valley organophosphate use, especially south of Salinas, is far higher than in the distant Pajaro Valley where the pesticide air-

monitor is located.
[12]

 Note that the red sections have organophosphate concentrations that correlate to between 2.2 and 4.1 point IQ
losses, while the dark red squares are associated with IQ losses of at least 4.2 points.

For a broader view, when comparing organophosphate use in larger six-mile square townships, the region in which the Ohlone Elementary
air-monitor is stationed had 5,709 pounds in 2023, which was only the 14th highest township in the county (yet, still nearly twice the
concentration CHAMACOS found associated with more than 2 point IQ losses in children). There were six townships south of Salinas with

more than 17,850 pounds of organophosphate pesticides.
[13]

 The amounts of organophosphates applied in the Pajaro Valley are awful;
those applied in the Salinas Valley are even worse.

TABLE: Top 15 Monterey County Townships for Organophosphate use, 2023

Meridian Township Range Pounds of Organophosphates Population % Hispanic % Non-Hispanic White
MDM T19S R07E 25113 3457 93 5
MDM T15S R04E 23040 2218 82 12
MDM T18S R07E 21642 13989 93 4
MDM T20S R08E 19824 9792 87 7
MDM T18S R06E 18378 966 93 6
MDM T14S R02E 18096 21911 38 34
MDM T16S R04E 17851 3034 72 25
MDM T15S R03E 15304 15915 46 43
MDM T17S R05E 12978 10193 54 17



MDM T16S R05E 12699 2334 90 8
MDM T14S R03E 12598 149537 81 11
MDM T17S R06E 9298 16301 92 6
MDM T13S R02E 8175 18963 71 19
MDM T12S R02E (Air Monitor at Ohlone Elementary) 5709 45530 82 14
MDM T19S R08E 4935 687 85 13
 

Organophosphates and fumigants are used disproportionately in Monterey in comparison to other counties, and in terms of race, as the
above table demonstrates with Hispanic versus Non-Hispanic White percentages in the highest organophosphate concentrated townships.
In the Pajaro and Salinas Valleys, Monterey County residents face undue hazards from these pesticides.
We again call on you to take four immediate steps to protect our farmworker communities and especially children from organophosphate
and fumigant pesticide harm:

          1.   Since only three organophosphate pesticides (ethoprop, phorate, tribufos) are currently California restricted materials requiring a
notice of intent (NOI) for approval of applications by the County Agricultural Commissioner, we call on you to demand NOIs for the rest,
so that you can take measures to protect our community. The Food & Agricultural Code 14006.6(a) does not require advanced notice of
unrestricted material “unless the commissioner determines that its use will present an undue hazard when used under local conditions.” As
an example, before chlorpyrifos was restricted in 2015, the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner required 48-hour NOIs and 300-foot
buffers around schools for chlorpyrifos use.  You can take similar actions regarding acephate, bensulide, diazinon, dimethoate,
malathion, and naled (and phosmet, given there has been recent use before 2021). And please note that two of these organophosphates,
dimethoate and phosmet, are also two of the thirteen childhood cancer-causing pesticides about which we previously wrote to you
[September 2023]. Organophosphate use in Monterey County far exceeds that of any other county, and has been increasing in recent
years, while it has been decreasing across the state. At the very least, you should be able to approve or disapprove organophosphate
applications, but you can’t do that without requiring NOIs.

          2.  Web-post the NOIs for all organophosphate pesticides in real-time, so that our communities can prepare and take safety
precautions to reduce the risks to our children.

          3.  Apply emergency safety buffers of at least one mile around all residences, schools, hospitals, and other sensitive sites
in which organophosphate and fumigant pesticides cannot be applied. This stopgap measure should at least be in place until the
process to end the use of organophosphates and fumigants entirely is complete. As we have noted in past communications, the Imperial
County Agricultural Commissioner has had for years a ½-mile school buffer for ground applications and a 1-mile buffer for aerial
applications. Expanding pesticide buffer zones around schools is certainly within your power.

          4.  We call on you and DPR to work together to fund and implement pilot projects to help fund the infilling of school buffer
zones with organic farming. This isn’t about “taking sides” with organic over conventional farmers, as you appeared to imply at our
meeting, but recognizing the fact that, given drift, children are safer at school when highly hazardous pesticides are NOT applied near
them than if these toxic pesticides are applied nearby.
 

Sincerely,

Yanely Martinez
Central Coast Organizer
SASS/Californians for Pesticide Reform

[1]
 https://www.phi.org/wp-content/uploads/migration/uploads/application/files/m0lvrkqvtqh6897fl65fyegso0p8qqqudkrto9v13d6uiocq0r.pdf

[2]
 https://insideclimatenews.org/news/20122024/california-agricultural-toxic-pesticides-disproportionate-impact/

[3]
 https://insideclimatenews.org/news/20122024/california-agricultural-toxic-pesticides-disproportionate-impact/

[4]
 https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2023_monterey_chemical.pdf

[5]
 Temporal trends of agricultural organophosphate pesticide use in California and proximity to pregnant people in 2021. BMC Public Health. 2025 Sep 30;25(1):3121.

doi: 10.1186/s12889-025-23939-y. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12889-025-23939-y
[6]

 https://cerch.berkeley.edu/research-programs/chamacos-studies. For a summary and links to many of these studies see our October 24, 2023 letter to you
https://www.pesticidereform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SASS_MontCAC_OPs_10-23.pdf
[7]

 Duration of agricultural pesticide exposure application and Parkinson's disease in California's central valley,
Environ Res Health. 2026 Mar 1;4(1):015011. doi: 10.1088/2752-5309/ae4645.
[8]

 Residential proximity to agricultural pesticide exposures during preconception and pregnancy and associations with Apgar scores in the Az-PEAR study (2006–
2020). Journal of Exposure Science & Environmental Epidemiology; https://doi.org/10.1038/s41370-026-00849-8.
[9]

 The Apgar score is a commonly used clinical metric for assessing neonatal health at one minute and five minutes after birth. The score evaluates five
characteristics of the newborn: skin color, heart rate, reflexes, muscle tone, and breathing.
[10]

 Transcribed from video of the April 1, 2026 meeting from 11:49 to 21:11 at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COQzgNQq4kQ

https://www.phi.org/wp-content/uploads/migration/uploads/application/files/m0lvrkqvtqh6897fl65fyegso0p8qqqudkrto9v13d6uiocq0r.pdf
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/20122024/california-agricultural-toxic-pesticides-disproportionate-impact/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/20122024/california-agricultural-toxic-pesticides-disproportionate-impact/
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2023_monterey_chemical.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12889-025-23939-y
https://cerch.berkeley.edu/research-programs/chamacos-studies
https://www.pesticidereform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SASS_MontCAC_OPs_10-23.pdf
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[11]
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5644974/

[12]
 The map is generated from the California People and Pesticides Explorer that uses DPR pesticide use report data at https://www.pesticideinfo.org/pesticide-

maps/ca-pesticide-map/. CHAMACOS’ 522 organophosphate pounds/1 kilometer radius over 9 months is equal to 430 pounds/Square mile/9months. Given the
pesticide use reports cover 12 months, the conversion with the same organophosphate ratio is 574 pounds/ square mile/12 months.
[13]

 https://www.pesticideinfo.org/pesticide-maps/ca-pesticide-map/ The highest was Township MDM T19S R07E on the southern part of Greenfield at 25,113 pounds.
The average per square mile in that Township is 4,186 pounds, which is associated with a 16 point IQ loss in children born in this 6-mile square region.

--
Mark Weller
Californians for Pesticide Reform
931 E Market St., Salinas CA  93905
831-325-1681
mark@pesticidereform.org
www.pesticidereform.org
Working together for a just & sustainable food system since 1996
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