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March 3, 2026

Democratic Members of the California Congressional Delegation
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Re: Oppose H.R. 7567 Unless All Pesticide Preemption and Liability Shield
Provisions Are Removed

Dear Democratic Members of the California Congressional Delegation,

On behalf of the 53 undersigned organizations who represent millions of Californians, we urge
you to OPPOSE H.R. 7567, the “Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2026 (“Farm
Bill”), unless all pesticide preemption and pesticide liability shield provisions are removed,
including all language contained in Subtitle C — Regulatory Reform under Title X —
Horticulture, Marketing, and Regulatory Reform.

If passed as is, the consequences of H.R. 7567 to public health and the environment in
California would be immediate and devastating. More pesticides are applied to fields in
California than to fields in any other state, with 176 million pounds of pesticide active
ingredients applied to California fields in 2023 alone. Given this scale of use, the state has, for
years, exercised its authority and adopted stronger safeguards than those provided for at the
federal level, reducing risks to Californians from the most hazardous pesticides.

As written, the Farm Bill — among other harmful provisions — would establish sweeping
federal pesticide preemption, stripping California and other states of their authority to
adopt stronger protections and putting children, farmworkers, rural communities, and
wildlife at risk. This approach is fundamentally undemocratic. It nullifies decisions made by
state governments, overriding their long-standing authority to protect their own residents in favor
of centralized federal control and a one-size-fits-all national standard. Californians — including
your constituents — have directly benefited from the state’s authority to adopt protections that
go beyond federal minimum standards, and you must stand up for them.

California-specific safeguards would be eliminated, including those protecting children.
Before California enacted its own rules, some of the most hazardous pesticides (known
carcinogens and Toxic Air Contaminants, among others) could be applied right up to the edges
of school and daycare properties while children were present. Today, because California retained



the ability to act, K—12 students and children in licensed daycares in California are better
protected: a “4-mile buffer zone now restricts use of the most hazardous pesticides during school
hours, significantly reducing the risk of exposure while children are learning and playing. If
Subtitle C is adopted as part of the Farm Bill, children in California, including in your district,
could lose this extra level of protection and any additional protections parents might seek in
future.

State authority to deny or cancel specific pesticide uses would be undermined. California
reached an agreement ending sales — and later possession and use — of nearly all chlorpyrifos
products after December 31, 2020 because of well-documented risks to children’s brain
development. By declaring that any use of a federally registered pesticide consistent with its
EPA-approved label must be allowed nationwide without additional state or local permitting or
approval, the Farm Bill would likely preempt state-level cancellations, phaseouts, and permitting
systems that prohibit or restrict those same uses. As a result, pesticides California has restricted
or phased out, including chlorpyrifos — to the extent federally authorized uses remain — could
again be used in California wherever federal law allows.

California’s second layer of pesticide review would be gutted. Currently, before a pesticide
can be used in California, it must be registered by the California Department of Pesticide
Regulation (DPR) in addition to the U.S. EPA registration. DPR conducts its own independent
evaluation of health impacts, environmental harms, and efficacy. Treating federal registration
and labeling as fully sufficient would effectively eliminate this additional level of state review
designed to provide stronger protections for Californians.

County Agricultural Commissioner permit protections would be preempted. California
designates particularly hazardous pesticides as “restricted materials,” requiring growers to obtain
site-specific permits from County Agricultural Commissioners for use of these pesticides.
Commissioners may impose additional buffer zones, limit acreage or timing, require mitigation
measures, deny use in sensitive areas, and consider groundwater, schools, endangered species,
and cumulative local risks. Because this system goes beyond federal registration, it would be
prohibited under the bill’s current language.

More broadly, Subtitle C would weaken national health and environmental safeguards.
Language in the bill would exclude pesticides from currently-required safety reviews, would
delay reassessment of hundreds of pesticides until 2031 and would weaken Endangered Species
Act protections. It would also immunize pesticide manufacturers from failure-to-warn claims —
lawsuits alleging that companies failed to adequately disclose known health risks on pesticide
product labels — potentially cutting off access to federal courts for individuals suffering from
cancer, Parkinson’s disease, and other illnesses linked to pesticide exposure.

In addition to weakening environmental protections and undercutting states’ authority to
protect their own residents, the bill also fails to protect farmers and hungry families. It does
not restore essential SNAP benefits, fails to meaningfully invest in local food resiliency
programs, and diverts funding away from proven conservation programs such as the
Conservation Stewardship Program.



For these reasons, we respectfully urge you to vote NO on H.R. 7567.

Sincerely,

A >

Angel Garcia
Co-Director
Californians for Pesticide Reform

Linda Dallin
Member, San Francisco Circle
1000 Grandmothers for Future Generations

Jon Magee
General Coordinator
Agricultural Justice Project

Cheryl Auger
President
Ban Single Use Plastics (Ban SUP)

David F. Gassman
Co-Convenor
Bay Area-System Change not Climate Change

Jay Feldman
Executive Director
Beyond Pesticides

Jane Williams
Executive Director
California Communities Against Toxics (CCAT)

Nan Wishner
Board Member
California Environmental Health Initiative

Vanessa Forsythe RN MSN
Leadership Council Member
California Nurses for Environmental Health and Justice (CNEHJ)

Nick Lapis
Director of Advocacy
Californians Against Waste

Kathleen Kilpatrick
Member
Campaign for Organic and Regenerative Agriculture (CORA)



Sandra Garcia
Director
Campesinas Unidas Del Valle De San Joaquin

Thomas R. Fox
Senior Legislative Counsel
Center for Environmental Health

Gustavo Aguirre, Sr.
Assistant Director
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment

Nayamin Martinez, MPH
Executive Director
Central California Environmental Justice Network (CCEJN)

Sarait Martinez, Ed.D.
Executive Director
Centro Binacional Para el Desarrollo Indigena Oaxaqueiio (CBDIO)

Cathryn Couch
CEO
Ceres Community Project

Carley Clemons
Senior Policy Associate-Health
Children Now

Jesus Alonso
Community Organizer and Environmental Justice Advocate
Clean Water Action

Suzanne Hume
Educational Director & Founder
CleanEarth4Kids.org

Cristina Gutierrez
San Joaquin Valley Regional Environmental Justice Coordinator
Coalition Advocating for Pesticide Safety 559 (CAPS 559) (Fresno County)

Marion Silverbear
Admin and Communications Director
Encampment for Citizenship

Dan Silver
Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League



Ashley Eagle-Gibbs
Executive Director
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin

Josefina Barrantes
30x30 Coordinator / Del Norte Advocate
Environmental Protection Information Center (EPIC)

Lendri Purcell
President
Families Advocating for Chemical & Toxics Safety (FACTS)

Helen Dodd
Communications and Fundraising Manager
Farm2People

Jennifer Grissom
Executive Director
Food Access LA

Christine Farren
Executive Director
Foodwise

Jim Lindburg
Legislative Consultant
Friends Committee on Legislation of California

Bradley Angel
Executive Director
Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice

Jennifer Kalt
Executive Director
Humboldt Waterkeeper

EunMi Cho
President
Learning Disabilities Association of California

Gloria Alonso
Environmental Justice Advocacy Coordinator
Little Manila Rising

Rika Gopinath
Chair
Moms Advocating Sustainability



Francisco Rodriguez
Interim Executive Director
Monterey Bay Central Labor Council (MBCLC)

Linda Hutchins-Knowles
Team Coordinator
Mothers Out Front Silicon Valley

Diana Carpinone
President
Non Toxic Communities

Kim Konte
Founder
Non-Toxic Neighborhoods

Margaret Reeves
Senior Scientist
Pesticide Action & Agroecology Network

Martha Dina Argiiello
Executive Director
Physicians for Social Responsibility Los Angeles (PSR-LA)

Harry Wang, MD
President
Physicians for Social Responsibility/Sacramento

Yanely Martinez
Central Coast Organizer
Safe Ag Safe Schools (SASS) - Monterey Bay

Josefina Alvarado Mena, Esq.
Chief Executive Officer
Safe Passages

Robert M. Gould, MD
President
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility

Kevin D Hamilton, RRT,ACS
Founding Director
San Joaquin Valley Medical Advocates for Healthy Air (SJVMAHA)

Richard Murphy
Public Relations Director
Slow Food Russian River Chapter



Emerald
Network Member
Sonoma County Climate Activist Network (SoCoCAN!)

Megan Kaun
Director
Sonoma Safe Agriculture Safe Schools (Sonoma SASS)

Sibella Kraus
President
Sustainable Agriculture Education (SAGE)

Cristina Gutierrez
San Joaquin Valley Regional Environmental Justice Coordinator
Tulare County Coalition Advocating for Pesticide Safety (TC - CAPS)

Bianca Lopez
Co-Founder/Co-Director
Valley Improvement Projects

Janice Schroeder
Core Member
West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs



