February 2, 2026

Environmental Justice Advisory Committee
Department of Pesticide Regulation

1001 | Street (P.O. Box 4015)
Sacramento, CA 95814

Via email: EJACinfo@cdpr.ca.gov

Dear Members of the Department of Pesticide Regulation’s Environmental Justice Advisory
Committee (EJAC),

You are a ray of hope in hard times. We are happy that farmworker community voices now have
an official space at the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR).

Coalition Advocating for Pesticide Safety (CAPS)-805 members have many worries about
harmful pesticide use in Ventura County. Our members’ biggest concerns now are:

Phasing out fumigants,

expanding school pesticide buffer zones and infilling the buffers with organic farming,
including the exact location of pesticide applications in the Spray Days system, and
making sure DPR will answer questions at the EJAC meetings.

Ban Fumigants.

Some of the highest uses of fumigants in California are in Ventura County, especially in the
Oxnard region. According to DPR’s pesticide use reports for 2023, more than 3.28 million
pounds of just four fumigants — 1,3-dichloropropene (1,3-D), chloropicrin, metam-sodium, and
metam-potassium — were applied in our county. Here, 98,966 pounds of 1,3-D and chloropicrin
were applied in 2010 within “4-mile of schools. That figure jumped to 164,488 pounds in 2022 —
a 66% increase. Fumigants like these can cause cancer and lung damage, as well as other
health harms, which is why they are banned in dozens of countries. They should be banned
here, as well.

Protect school children.
We shouldn’t have to send our kids to school to get poisoned. The current Ya-mile buffer zones

are not big enough to protect our children. Even after the buffer zones were implemented in
2018, DPR air-monitoring at five schools, including our Rio Mesa High School, have continued



to see concentrations of 1,3-D far above the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
cancer risk warning level. The UC Berkeley CHAMACOS longitudinal studies have found OP
harm at about 2/3-mile from applications. School pesticide buffer zones must, at the very least,
be one-mile.

We are also concerned that the pesticides applied before and after school hours linger and drift
onto school yards, putting our children in harm’s way. DPR should begin pilot programs to infill
school buffer zones with organic farming.

Spray Days needs to include the exact location of pesticide applications.

We've had so many meetings and public hearings over the last several years about the
pesticide notification system, and at ALL of them the number one concern we heard from the
public, including CAPS 805 members, was that the system needed the exact location of the
fields where pesticides are being applied. This is the most important information we can have,
because it allows us to avoid the application sites and also allows us to adjust the intensity of
the precautions we can take. Now, if we have a child who requires an inhaler for potential
asthma attacks, we’ll certainly close our windows and doors if a pesticide is applied within our
1-mile square section, but we don’t know if we should take even more precautions, because we
don’t know if the field is next to our child’s school or in a field a block away from our home, or
even a mile away. Many of our members work in the fields, and they know pesticides can be
extremely harmful. We want our children protected from these pesticides, so DPR needs to tell
us exactly where they are applied.

DPR must answer questions at EJAC meetings.

CAPS 805 members have been frustrated in many meetings involving DPR, because the DPR
staff rarely answer our questions or say that only their superiors have the answers. The EJAC
needs to be a space for meaningful dialogue where we can work through problems with correct
and current information. DPR staff who have the expertise to thoughtfully and accurately answer
EJAC questions are essential to such a process.

Thank you for your service to farmworker communities like ours.

Sincerely,

Teresa Gomez
Ventura County Organizer
CAPS 805/Californians for Pesticide Reform



