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Dear Commissioner Hidalgo, 

 

Safe Ag Safe Schools requests a meeting with you regarding the disproportionate use 
of brain-harming organophosphate use in Monterey County. We prefer late in the 
afternoon meeting times, if possible. 

 

When we last requested a meeting about this topic, you replied on August 18: 
"Unfortunately, I will decline the opportunity to meet due to the current pending litigation 
between my office and your group." Our understanding is that there is no longer 
pending litigation. 

 

You may have seen local media coverage of our September 30 news conference about 
the peer-reviewed scientific study that found more than half of all births in Monterey 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41023637/


County-- the highest in the State -- were to women living within one kilometer of 
organophosphate applications. That is the distance the CHAMACOS study has found 
linked to numerous neurological and lung damages in Salinas Valley children. 

 

You may find links to a sample of the CHAMACOS studies of organophosphate harms 
to our communities in the attached letter we sent to you two years ago. 

 

Also, in that letter are our requests for protections from these brain-harming pesticides, 
which we urge you to address immediately. These requests are the following, quoting 
from our 2023 letter: 

 

          We call on you to take three immediate steps to protect children from 
organophosphate pesticides:​
          1 Since only three of these organophosphate pesticides (ethoprop, phorate, 
tribufos) are currently California restricted materials requiring a notice of intent (NOI) for 
approval of applications by the County Agricultural Commissioner, we call on you to 
demand NOIs for the rest, so that you can take measures to protect our community. 
The Food & Agricultural Code 14006.6(a) does not require advanced notice of 
unrestricted material “unless the commissioner determines that its use will present an 
undue hazard when used under local conditions.” As an example, before chlorpyrifos 
was restricted in 2015, the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner required 48-hour 
NOIs and 300-foot buffers around schools for chlorpyrifos use.  You can take similar 
actions regarding acephate, bensulide, diazinon, dimethoate, malathion, and 
naled (and phosmet, given there has been recent use before 2021). And please note 
that two of these organophosphates, dimethoate and phosmet, are also two of the 
thirteen childhood cancer-causing pesticides about which we wrote to you last month 
[September 2023].​
          2 Web-post the NOIs for all organophosphate pesticides in real-time, so that 
our communities can prepare and take safety precautions to reduce the risks to our 
children.​
          3 Apply emergency safety buffers of at least one mile around all residences, 
schools, hospitals, and other sensitive sites in which these organophosphate 
pesticides cannot be applied. This stopgap measure should at least be in place until 
the process to end their use entirely is complete. 

Sincerely, 



Yanely Martinez 

Organizer, Safe Ag Safe Schools 


