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Working together for a just & sustainable food system since 1996



MISSION
To protect public health, improve environmental quality and
support a sustainable and just agricultural system by
building a diverse movement across California to change
statewide and local pesticide policies and practices.

TEAM
Sarah Aird, Policy Director
Angel García Co-Director
Teresa Gomez, CAPS-805 (Ventura) Community Organizer
Cristina Gutierrez, San Joaquin Valley Regional Organizer
Yanely Martinez, SASS Central Coast Organizer
Mayra Sánchez, Associate Director
Jane Sellen, Development Director
Emma Vega, Santa Barbara Community Organizer
Mark Weller, Campaign Director

OUR COALITION

IIn August 2025, the CPR staff, steering committee members, and
key allies came together to chart our course for the future—
developing a bold new strategic plan for 2026 to 2028. 

We also honored the incredible journey of the past three years. Our
collective determination led to groundbreaking policy wins: from
securing California’s first-ever advance notification of agricultural
pesticide applications and increasing protections for children at
school and daycares, to establishing an unprecedented environmen-
tal justice advisory committee within the Department of Pesticide
Regulation and enacting new restrictions on toxic fumigant
pesticides.

Our organizing efforts have flourished as well. With vibrant pesticide
reform coalitions now active in nine counties across the San Joaquin
Valley and the Central Coast regions, our network has never been
stronger or more connected. These victories are a testament to what
happens when impacted people unite with purpose.

The CPR network stands ready to continue forging a path forward.
In challenging times—when communities face targeted attacks—we
find resolve in our shared commitment: holding firm on advances in
pesticide reform and pushing relentlessly for justice. Transformative
change is not handed down; it is achieved through persistent
organizing, mobilizing, and unwavering hope.

As we enter 2026, I am thrilled to welcome Dr. Mayra Sánchez as
our Associate Director. Together with dedicated staff, steering
committee members, and over 200 ally organizations by our side,
we will continue making lasting change in people’s lives.

Angel García, Co-Director

Steering Committee 
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Message from the Co-Director



Moved California towards sustainable agriculture
California adopted a Sustainable Pest Management
Roadmap. Engaged in multi-agency Working Group on
sustainable agriculture that cultivates resiliency to climate
change, ensures food safety, and centers EJ communities.
High-risk “priority pesticides” will be completely eliminated by
2050 and sustainable practices the default by 2050.

Won reduced use of most toxic pesticides
Won new regulations for cancer-causing fumigant 1,3-
dichloropropene.
Collaborated on peer-reviewed scientific publication
highlighting prenatal exposure to brain-harming organophos-
phate (OP) pesticides. Over half of all pregnant people in
Monterey County, and 43% in Santa Barbara County, live within
1km of OP use.
Building on our successful campaign to ban chlorpyrifos,
launched statewide a OP ban campaign in Monterey County.

OUR IMPACT Closed a regulatory loophole to ensure true farmer
compliance with the rule prohibiting certain pesticide
applications within 1/4 mile of schools and licensed child day
care centers during school hours.
Extended protections to private schools for the first time.
Improved Integrated Pest Management at schools.

Oxnard School District reduced pesticide use from 40 to 5
pesticides and is contemplating further reductions.
Launched campaigns to reduce on-campus pesticide use in
schools in Fresno and Santa Barbara.

Secured greater protections around schools and
daycares
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Achieved regulations to reduce use of and
exposure to the most harmful pesticides,
and promote sustainable agriculture. 

CAPS-805 member at rally to ban fumigants and organophosphates in
Oxnard. 



   We love [SprayDays!] For the first time,
agricultural communities can take proper health

precautions by closing windows and doors, taking
clothes off the line, and allowing the especially

vulnerable—like pregnant or asthmatic individuals
—to stay indoors at home, work, or school.

—Erika A., Public Health Nurse

Won “Spray Days”! Globally precedent-setting statewide
system notifies residents of “restricted use” agricultural
pesticide applications nearby, giving them the opportunity to
become more aware and to better protect themselves.
Established DPR’s first-ever Environmental Justice
Advisory Committee, composed primarily of coalition
members and allies. Convened the inaugural meeting in 2025
to provide a public forum for those most impacted by
pesticides to voice their concerns.
Required the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) to
complete a yearly target number of expedited pesticide
evaluations and mitigations with deadlines. Added new
accountability measures and legislative oversight hearings.
Won a Joint Legislative Audit Committee state audit (now
ongoing) of California’s state and local pesticide regulatory
and enforcement system.
Won air monitoring in San Joaquin Valley, which has some
of the nation’s worst air quality.
Secured funding from US EPA to provide interpretation
language services to DPR and all CACs, to increase access
for California’s diverse communities.
Developed the California People and Pesticides Explorer,
a user-friendly, interactive pesticide use mapping tool
(pesticideinfo.org) with University of Chicago and steering
committee partner PAN. 

Held decisionmakers accountable. 

Coalition members at office of Santa Cruz County
Agricultural Commissioner’s Office

https://www.pesticideinfo.org/pesticide-maps/ca-pesticide-map/


Grew the movement for pesticide reform
as part of the movement for racial justice.

Pursued justice for civil rights violations
Convened a People’s Tribunal on Racial Justice to collect
evidence of ongoing civil rights violations. Followed up with
news conference, reports, and a published paper, and submit-
ted an Advisory Opinion to the California Attorney General.

Strengthened local coalitions in counties with greatest
pesticide use: Ventura, Santa Barbara, Monterey, Santa Cruz,
Kern, Tulare, Fresno, and Stanislaus.
Grew membership in both numbers and leaders; hired a new
community organizer in Santa Barbara and a regional organizer
for the San Joaquin Valley.
Launched Future Leaders of Change (FLOC), youth group in
the Salinas and Pajaro Valleys.

Grew on-the-ground movement 

Continued to create outreach materials in English and
Spanish to educate and organize communities.
Ensured DPR provided interpretation for public meetings into
Spanish and indigenous languages; translated documents into
Spanish
Increased access to DPR and CAC services by providing
interpretation in all languages spoken in California. 

Improved inclusion through language access

Pesticide Use Map taken from OEHHA CalEnviroScreen 4.0 2021.

Rally demanding that residents receive notification of nearby pesticide use. 
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Foundations

Government grants

Individual donations

82%

17%

1%

62%

22%

9%

  3%

2%

2%

Team

Coalition partners

Overhead

Travel

Contractors

Other expenses

Coalition member organizations
representing hundreds of thousands of
Californians

Active community members

Local coalitions in communities
disproportionately impacted by pesticides

Letters addressed to regulators 

Earned media pieces

News conference events

Community-based research studies

Films featuring CPR

Social media followers

Environmental Justice Leadership Awards
from: 

California State Legislature
California State Senate
League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC)
California Teachers Association
Monterey Bay Central Labor Council
Nonprofit Alliance of Monterey
Monterey United Way

2025 FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
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BY THE NUMBERS
2023-2025

223

>750
9

49
452

15
3
7

>5,000
7

Expenses $ 1,286,090

Income $ 1,286,468

Equity Balance 1/1/25         $ 619,292

Equity Balance 12/31/25    $ 619,670



 

 

OUR DONORS 2023-2025

11th hour Project (Schmidt Family Foundation)
Acorn Foundation
Arts Foundation for Monterey County
California Air Resources Board
California Environmental Protection Agency
Clarence E. Heller Charitable Foundation
Clif Family Foundation
Coastal Quest
Community Foundation for Monterey County
Cornell Douglas Foundation
David and Lucille Packard Foundation
Food and Farm Communications Fund
Frontline Justice Fund
Frontline Resources Institute
Fund for Santa Barbara
Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund
Lush Cosmetics
Marisla Foundation
McCune Foundation
Monterey Bay Aquarium Foundation
Movement Strategy Center
Natalie Orfalea Foundation
Passport Foundation

We deeply appreciate our generous supporters who make this work possible!

7
145 E Hermosa Street
Lindsay, California
pesticidereform.org 

Californians for Pesticide Reform
All photos were taken by CPR staff and friends.

Patagonia
Patricia Bragg Foundation 
Rose Foundation for Communities & the Environment
Sierra Health Foundation
Strong Foundation
The California Endowment
The California Wellness Foundation
Waverley Street Foundation
Zegar Family Foundation

https://www.facebook.com/CaPestReform/

