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September 5, 2025
Dear County Agricultural Commissioner Sanford,

With the implementation of the statewide pesticide notification system “Spray Days” in March of this year,
the very first notices our members reported receiving in both Santa Cruz and Monterey Counties were for
applications of methomyl. Those notifications became a flood in our members’ in-boxes and continue to this
day. In looking at past use, it appears methomyl is used almost entirely on lettuce and had been declining
significantly in the past few years (from 2,615 lbs in 2021 to 650 lbs in 2023). We’re concerned that the
downward trend has shifted this year.

Methomyl is a carbamate that is banned in 50 countries. It is acutely toxic with symptoms of exposure,
according to the International Chemical Safety Card, including dizziness, headache, sweating, labored
breathing, unconsciousness, pupillary constriction, muscle cramps, excessive salivation, eye redness, blurred
vision, abdominal cramps, convulsions, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, weakness, and muscle twitching. More
permanent harm can come from methomyl as a cholinesterase inhibitor and suspected endocrine disruptor.
It’s also a bee toxicant and is extremely toxic to other animals.*

A Center for the Health Assessment of Mothers and Children of Salinas (CHAMACOS) study published earlier
this year of prenatal proximity to certain pesticides and later menstrual characteristics in Latina teens
“observed increased odds of heavy bleeding (OR: 1.29, 95% Cl: 1.01, 1.64) for each doubling in prenatal
methomyl exposure.”?

We don’t want our communities to be exposed to methomyl, especially those of child-bearing age.
We urge you to take the following actions to better protect our communities:

1) Take special care before approving the applications of methomyl, especially near residences and
schools.

2) Require special field postings in all languages of the workers warning of potential dangers from
methomyl exposure to pregnant women.

3) Distribute to growers and webpost the CHAMACOS study of methomyl and heavy menstrual
bleeding.

Sincerely,
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Yanely Martinez

Organizer

1 All information summarized from PAN International’s Pesticide Info website at
https://pesticideinfo.org/chemical/PR14091
2 https://academic.oup.com/aje/advance-article/doi/10.1093/aje/kwaf059/8083004
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