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September 5, 2025

Dear County Agricultural Commissioner Sanford,

We are concerned that residents of South Santa Cruz County face undue harm from the
disproportionately high concentration of highly hazardous pesticide use in the region. As it is
now “fumigant season”, as well as the beginning of the new school year, we’d like to address
fumigant use near Pajaro Valley Schools today.

Using 1,3-dichloropropene (1,3-D), the second most applied pesticide by pounds in Santa Cruz
County, as an example, the fact is that more 1,3-D is used within the boundaries of the Pajaro
Valley Unified School District than any other school district in the State of California at 393,457
pounds in 2022.1 Three PVUSD schools are over the county border in Monterey County, but
within harmful drift distance of Santa Cruz County residents. The newly released Department of
Pesticide Regulation (DPR) pesticide use reports for 2023 list 255,359 pounds of 1,3-D applied
solely in Santa Cruz County, which is also the 8-year average (255,357 from 2016-2023). 1,3-D
use in Santa Cruz County is not declining.

This fumigant is banned in 40 countries and is a Prop 65 carcinogen, official Toxic Air
Contaminant, and Volatile Organic Compound. There is clear evidence of significant health
hazards from 1,3-D exposure --not only cancer?, but asthma? and other breathing problems?,
and genetic damage®.

We don’t think 1,3-D should be used at all. We want you to take steps to reduce our exposure,
especially for schoolchildren.

We urge you to expand the pesticide buffer zones around schools from the current legally
required J%-mile to %-mile, as the Imperial County Agricultural Commissioner has done.®

1 Downloaded from California People and Pesticides Explorer at https://pesticideinfo.org/pesticide-maps/ca-
pesticide-map

2 https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65/crnr/proposition-65-no-significant-risk-level-13-dichloropropene-13-d
3 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02770903.2019.1590596

4 https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/ToxProfiles/tp40-c1.pdf

5 https://publications.iarc.who.int/89 and https://oehha.ca.gov/sites/default/files/media/downloads/crnr/13-
dnsrlisor102221.pdf

6 https://agcom.imperialcounty.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2024-25-RMP-Conditions.pdf
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Office of the Agricultural Commissioner
- “ Imperial County Restricted Materials Permit Conditions

G, Effective July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025

For™

Residential Area: Three or more contiguous and inhabited properties.

Applications Near Schools or Daycares

® No aerial applications within 1 mile of school or daycare grounds when the school or daycare is
in session or when school or daycare grounds are occupied.

® No ground applications within 1/2 mile of school or daycare grounds when the school or
daycare is in session or when school or daycare grounds are occupied.

® No aerial applications within 1/4 mile of school or daycare grounds within 12 hours prior to
when the school or daycare will be in session.

We also urge you to work with the Department of Pesticide Regulation to create pilot projects
that would make the buffer zones around at least some schools into organic farming zones. Our
SASS member Kathleen Kilpatrick discussed such an idea with the previous DPR Director in May
of 2024. Now that DPR has announced Sustainable Pest Management grants’, which specifically
call for projects to reduce fumigant use, we believe there is an opportunity to begin pilot
programs to transition current conventionally-farmed buffer zones around schools into
organically-farmed zones, especially if you were to help move the process forward.

Sincerely,

Yanely Martinez

Organizer

7 https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/spm-grants/SPM-grants-program/
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