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WANT TO KNOW MORE?
westberkeleyalliance@yahoo.com

westberkeleyalliance.org/

WANT CLEAN AIR?
Call: 1-800-334-6367

every time (24/7) that you smell 
the odor!

Health Risk Facts
West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs

The West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs is focused 
on getting Pacific Steel Casting Company (PSC) to clean up. PSC 
says its operations are safe, and that the Health Risk Assessment 
(HRA) they are producing will say so too. But the consultants that 
designed the HRA were paid by PSC, and PSC was allowed weeks 
to remove “trade secrets” before turning over only partial HRA data to 
the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD). PSC and 
BAAQMD also signed a backroom, no-public-input-allowed settlement 
agreement allowing PSC to add “odor neutralizers” to emissions, 
masking PSC’s odor but not removing toxics.

What is Pacific Steel Doing to Our Air?

PSC Second Worst Cancer Risk
A Pacific Institute analysis shows that, of all Bay Area TRI (Toxic Release Inventory) facilities ranked 
for carcinogen risk-related impacts in 1997, Pacific Steel Casting Company ranked 2nd highest for 
carcinogen risk out of 30 industries.1 In 1997, Pacific Steel was far from peak production. According 
to Pacific Steel, their production levels have been dramatically increasing since 2000.

EPA Shows PSC in Worst 1% of Health Risks
Dr. Michael Wilson of the University of California Berkeley’s School of Public Health states in a 2006 
report that from 2002 - 2003 Pacific Steel Casting showed a 38% increase of criteria air pollutants 
and an 84% increase of toxic air pollutants, and that the U.S. EPA stationary source risk ratings for 
2,171 industrial sites in six Bay Area counties ranked Pacific Steel Casting as the 12th highest risk.2

Got Asthma?
A 2004 report by the Oakland/Berkeley Asthma Coalition states that Berkeley has an asthma 
hospitalization rate 250% the national Healthy People 2000 objective, disproportionately among 
people of color. The study also states that West Berkeley has the highest rate of asthma 
emergency room visits in all of Berkeley, in part because, “These areas are more heavily impacted 
by industry that releases a multitude of pollutants into the air….”3

PSC Must Come Clean and Clean Up
PSC’s carbon adsorption device will filter out odors if used properly, but not all toxic pollution. It’s time 
for PSC to be a good neighbor by implementing comprehensive Toxic Use Reduction (re-engineering 
to use few toxic chemicals to begin with), Continuous Emissions Monitoring with easy public access 
(to prove PSC reduced toxics and to continuously check that PSC is still clean), and full disclosure of 
all pollution data.

 1 Pacific Institute for Studies in Development, Environment, and Security. “Air Pollution Health Risks to Neighborhood Residents.” 
http://www.neip.org/downloads/aphr.pdf
 2 Michael Wilson, Ph.D. March 30, 2006 document about Pacific Steel Casting and Toxic Use Reduction. Document redistributed on 
request by Alliance (see contact information below).
 3 Oakland Berkeley Asthma Coalition. “Oakland/Berkeley Asthma Hospitalization Report,” Vol.1, 2004. http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/
council1/images/asthma%202004.PDF
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June 20, 2025 
 
 
Director Karen Morrison 
Environmental Program Manager Ann Schaffner 
California Department of Pesticide Regulation 
Via email: dpr24001@cdpr.ca.gov and portal 
https://cdpr.commentinput.com?id=CuVJaSBFm  
 

Re: DPR 24-001 Health Risk Mitigation for 1,3-dichloropropene 
 
Dear Director Morrison and Ms. Schaffner, 
 
The following 100 organizations, concerned for environmental justice and the health of farmworker 
communities, find the Department of Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) latest draft regulation for the cancer-
causing toxic air contaminant 1,3-dichloropropene (1,3-D) entirely inadequate to protect Californians, 
especially Latine and Indigenous populations.  

 

Errors Must Be Corrected 

DPR must correct the following errors: 

● DPR maintains in its regulation that there are two lifetime cancer risk exposure levels for 
exposed Californians, depending on whether you are working near fields or living near fields. 
The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has set a lifetime cancer risk 
exposure threshold of 3.7 micrograms per day1 (the equivalent of breathing air concentrated 

 
1 OEHHA. 2021. Initial Statement of Reasons: 1,3-Dichloropropene; Proposition 65 Safe Harbors. 
https://oehha.ca.gov/sites/default/files/media/downloads/crnr/13-dnsrlisor102221.pdf 
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with 1,3-D at .04 parts per billion) for all people. Yet, DPR has defined the lifetime cancer risk 
level as allowing for 14 times more exposure for most Californians or “residential bystanders.”2 

● DPR’s draft regulation assumes that farmworkers are on the job from 8 am to 4pm, when 1,3-D 
concentrations tend to be the lowest, given atmospheric conditions. The UC Merced 
Farmworker Health Study survey found more than 90% of farmworkers begin their workdays 
before 8 in the morning.3 

● The draft mitigations are only designed to keep exposure levels for occupational bystanders 
below OEHHA’s lifetime cancer risk threshold while at work, ignoring the fact that farmworkers 
can be and are exposed to 1,3-D before and after work, including childhood and retirement.4 

● DPR’s own studies indicate that high 1,3-D concentrations at DPR’s air-monitors originated from 
many miles away.5 

● DPR assumes that 1,3-D use will remain about the same after the elimination of caps on the 
amount of 1,3-D that can be used within a 6-by-6-mile townships. DPR must have at least some 
data to support this assumption if it is going to be used to support this regulation. 

● DPR must use the new regulation to correct the ethnic and racial disparities in 1,3-D use.6 

Solutions 

DPR must take the following actions: 

● Adopt one cancer risk exposure target for all Californians: 0.04 ppb in the air per day, as 
established by OEHHA. 

● Ensure 1,3-D regulations are grounded in the most health-protective science and provide equal 
protection for everyone, regardless of occupation, residence, or race. 

● Use this opportunity to protect vulnerable communities, especially Latine and Indigenous 
populations, who disproportionately suffer the harms of 1,3-d and other pesticide exposure. 

Sincerely, 

 
Angel Garcia and Mark Weller 
Co-Directors 
Californians for Pesticide Reform 

 
2 DPR (2016) Risk Management Directive and Mitigation Guidance For 
Cancer Risk From 1,3-Dichlorpropene (1 ,3-D).  https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/13-
d_directive_mitigation.pdf 
3 UC Merced Community and Labor Center. (2022) Farmworker Health Study. 
https://clc.ucmerced.edu/farmworker-health-study. Data available from CPR or UC Merced. 
4 DPR (2025) Updating 1,3-Dichloropropene and Methyl Bromide Detections from 2011 to 2023. 
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/updating_13-
dichloropropene_methyl_bromide_detections_2011_to_2023.pdf 
5 DPR(2023). Modeling the high detections of 1,3-Dichloropropene in DPR’s Air Monitoring Network.  
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/6e_luoanduyeda2023_hdmodeling.pdf 
6 Cox (2025) Racial and Ethnic Disparities in California's Use of Agricultural Pesticides. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/author/YTTBQ2AKVAI4SATDCKJE?target=10.1002/bdr2.2480 
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Valerie Ventre-Hutton 
Legislative Analyst 
350 Bay Area Action 
 
Katie Huffling, DNP, RN, CNM, FAAN 
Executive Director 
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 
 
E. Hardy Kern III 
Director of Government Relations, Pesticides and Birds Campaign 
American Bird Conservancy 
 
Dr. Marketa Houskova, DNP, RN  
CEO 
American Nurses Association\California  
 
Andrew Behar 
CEO 
As You Sow 
 
David F. Gassman 
Co-convenor   
Bay Area-System Change not Climate Change 
 
Sara Grantham 
Science, Regulatory, and Advocacy Manager 
Beyond Pesticides 
 
Nancy Buermeyer 
Director of Program and Policy 
Breast Cancer Prevention Partners 
 
Pamm Larry 
Program Director 
Butte County Local Food Network 
 
Jacob Sandoval 
State Director 
California League of United Latin American Citizens (CA LULAC) 
 
Jane Williams 
Executive Director 
California Communities Against Toxics 
 
Clarissa Ramirez 
Policy Manager 
California Latinas for Reproductive Justice (CLRJ) 
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Vanessa Forsythe RN MSN 
Leadership Council Member 
California Nurses for Environmental Health and Justice 
 
Larry Hanson 
President 
California River Watch 
 
Anne Katten 
Director, Pesticide and Worker Safety Project 
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
 
Patty Clary 
Executive Director 
Californians for Alternatives to Toxics 
 
Kathleen Kilpatrick 
Founding Member 
Campaign for Organic and Regenerative Agriculture (CORA) 
 
Sandra Garcia 
Director 
Campesinas Unidas Del Valle de San Joaquin 
 
Thomas R. Fox 
Senior Legislative Counsel 
Center for Environmental Health 
 
Dr. Ann Lopez 
Executive Director 
Center for Farmworker Families 
 
Dashel Murawski 
Communications and Policy Coordinator 
Center for Food Safety 
 
Gustavo Aguirre 
Associate Director 
Center on Race, Poverty and the Environment 
 
Nayamin Martinez 
Executive Director 
Central California Environmental Justice Network 
 
Jesus Martinez 
Executive Director 
Central Valley Immigrant Integration Collaborative (CVIIC) 
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Sarait Martinez, Ed.D.   
Executive Director  
Centro Binacional para el Desarrollo Indígena Oaxaqueño (CBDIO) 
 
Cathryn Couch 
CEO 
Ceres Community Project 
 
Colleen Corrigan 
Senior Policy Associate 
Children Now 
 
Suzanne Hume 
Educational Director & Founder 
CleanEarth4Kids.org 
 
Andria Ventura 
Legislative and Policy Director 
Clean Water Action  
 
Teresa Gomez 
Ventura County Community Organizer 
Coalition Advocating for Pesticide Safety – 805 (CAPS-805) 
 
Anabel Marquez 
President 
Comité por un Shafter Mejor 
 
Felipe Aguirre 
Member 
Comité Pro Uno Inmigrante Militante Pro Justicia Ambiental 
 
Diana Mireles 
President  
Comité Progreso de Lamont 
 
Estela Escoto 
President 
Committee for a Better Arvin 
 
Brandon Bollinger 
Director of Community Advocacy 
Community Water Center  
 
Judi Shils 
Founder / Executive Director 
Conscious Kitchen 
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Gloria Herrera 
President 
Delano Guardians 
 
Serena Luna 
Program Coordinator 
Eco-Tierra – UTM Los Ángeles 
 
James Wang 
Executive Director & Founder 
EcoPeeps 
 
Margot Gibney 
Executive Director 
The Encampment for Citizenship 
 
Josefina Barrantes 
30x30 Coordinator/Del Norte Advocate 
Environmental Protection Information Center (EPIC) 
 
Bernadette Del Chiaro 
Senior Vice President, California 
Environmental Working Group 
 
Pastor Curtis Smith 
Executive Director 
Faith in the Valley 
 
Catherine Dodd PhD, RN 
Health Advisor 
Families Advocating for Chemical and Toxics Safety (FACTS) 
 
Josh Hart 
Spokesperson 
Feather River Action! 
 
Helen Dodd 
Communications Manager 
Farm2People 
 
Laura Rosenberger Haider 
Secretary 
Fresnans Against Fracking 
 
Jim Lindburg 
Legislative Consultant 
Friends Committee on Legislation of California 
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Jason Davidson 
Senior Food and Agriculture Campaigner 
Friends of the Earth 
 
Víctor Torres 
Co-Founder  
Future Leaders of Change  
 
Michelle Perro, MD 
MD/CEO 
GMO Science 
 
John Mataka 
President 
Grayson Neighborhood Council 
 
Arlene Blum, PhD 
Executive Director 
Green Science Policy Institute 
 
Bradley Angel 
Executive Director 
Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice 
 
Dale Hillard 
Owner 
Hillard Hives 
 
Allis Druffel 
Chairperson 
Immaculate Heart Community Environmental Commission 
 
Anita Ghazarian 
Leader 
Indivisible Alta Pasadena 
 
Kristen Murphy 
Partner and Co-founder   
JAIDE Conservation Collective, LLC 
 
Kimberly Baker  
Executive Director 
Klamath Forest Alliance 
 
Mary Nambo 
Environmental Justice Project Manager 
Madera Coalition for Community Justice 
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Lynn Kersey 
Executive Director 
Maternal and Child Health Access 
 
Rika Gopinath 
Chair 
Moms Advocating Sustainability   
 
Zen Honeycutt 
Founding Executive Director 
Moms Across America 
 
Francisco Rodriguez 
Executive Director 
Monterey Bay Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO 
 
Linda Hutchins-Knowles 
Co-founder & Team Coordinator 
Mothers Out Front Silicon Valley 
 
Frank Egger  
President 
North Coast Rivers Alliance  
 
Sable Odry 
Advocacy Co-Director 
The Northcoast Environmental Center 
 
Marian Sedio 
Secretary 
North County Climate Change Alliance   
 
Yusef Miller 
Executive Director & Founder 
North County Equity & Justice Coalition 
 
Dave Henson 
Executive Director 
Occidental Arts and Ecology Center 
 
Suguet Lopez 
Executive Director  
Organización en California de Líderes Campesinas, Inc.  
 
Sakereh Maskal 
Policy and Advocacy Lead 
Pesticide Action & Agroecology Network 
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Ginger Souders-Mason 
Volunteer, Executive Director 
Pesticide Free Zone 
 
Martha Dina Argüello 
Executive Director 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, Los Angeles 
 
Guillermina Rivera 
Founder  
Proyecto Mixteco  
 
Patty Mayall 
Founder, Director 
Protect Our Watershed San Mateo County 
 
Beverly Alexander  
Co-Founder 
Protect Wild Petaluma 
 
Gopal Shanker 
President 
Récolte Energy 
 
RC Thompson 
Executive Director 
Reinvent South Stockton Coalition 
 
Clariss Mancebo 
Development & Policy Associate 
Re:wild Your Campus 
 
Janet Scoll Johnson 
Coordinator 
Richmond Shoreline Alliance 
 
Herman Barahona 
Lead Community Organizer 
The Sacramento Environmental Justice Coalition (SacEJC) 
 
Yanely Martinez 
Central Coast Organizer 
Safe Ag Safe Schools (SASS) 
 
Larry Glass  
Executive director 
SAFE Alternatives for Our Forest Environment 
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Robert M. Gould, MD 
President 
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 
Kevin D. Hamilton, RRT,ACS 
Founding Director 
San Joaquin Valley Medical Advocates for Healthy Air (SJVMAHA 
 
Lourdes Medina 
Advocacy and Communications Associate 
Services, Immigrant Rights and Education Network 
 
Gabriela Facio 
Senior Policy Strategist 
Sierra Club California 
 
Lindsey Pratt 
Farm Institute Director 
Sierra Harvest  
 
Neela Roy 
Founder 
Sonoma County Youth Environmental Action Committee  
 
Megan Kaun 
Director 
Sonoma Safe Agriculture Safe Schools 
 
Jean Tepperman 
co-coordinator 
Sunflower Alliance 
 
Veronica Diaz  
Teamsters 856 Central Coast Division Director 
Teamsters 856 
 
Raul Garcia 
Tulare County Community Organizer 
Tulare County Coalition Advocating for Pesticide Safety (TC CAPS) 
 
Judi Shils 
Founder / Executive Director 
Turning Green 
 
Bianca Lopez 
Co-Founder/Project Director 
Valley Improvement Projects 
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Janice Schroeder 
Core Member 
The West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs 
 
Stephen Knight 
Executive Director 
Worksafe 
 
Tracey VanHooser 
Director 
YardSmartMarin.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


