
 
October 3, 2024 

Dear Agricultural Commissioner Hidalgo, 

You could have taken action to protect Monterey County farmworker communities from Dacthal (aka 
DCPA, chlorthal-dimethyl), but you refused until the US EPA required you in August – a year after we 
requested you protect the unborn from the harms of this pesticide, based on warnings from the US 
EPA.1  

We urge you not to delay again in protecting our communities from other pesticides that can harm our 
babies even before they are born, as we know Dacthal does. 

The table below is a short list of those pesticides applied in Monterey County that are officially identified 
on the State’s Prop 65 list as Reproductive and Developmental Toxicants,2 including information about 
which are banned in the European Union already, (as Dacthal was in 2009). 

Pesticide Chemical Pounds in Monterey County 
2022 

EU Ban or Not Approved 

Abamectin 1,243 
 

Bromoxynil octanoate 1,049 Yes 
Carbaryl 2,328 Yes 
Cycloate 25,055 Yes 
Eptc 991 Yes 
Ethylene glycol 16,172 

 

Fluazifop-butyl 3 
 

Hydramethylnon 0.08 Yes 
Linuron 4,021 Yes 
Metam-sodium 101 

 

Methyl bromide 3,455 Yes 
Myclobutanil 5,544 Yes 
Oxadiazon 11 Yes 
Streptomycin sulfate 58 Yes 
Sulfur dioxide 3,017 

 

Tau-fluvalinate 146 
 

Thiophanate-methyl 11,684 Yes 
Triadimefon 132 Yes 
Vinclozolin trace Yes 
Warfarin 0.05 Yes 
TOTAL 77,032 54,328 pounds 

 



 
Please note that nearly two-thirds of all the State’s cycloate use – 62% (25,055 of 40,466 pounds) – is in 
Monterey County, while half of ethylene glycol (16,172 of 32,431 pounds) use is here, as well. 

We have requested that you restrict applications of a number of pesticides in the past, including 
fumigants,3 organophosphates,4 and pesticides linked to childhood cancers.5 The pesticides listed in the 
table above are officially recognized as potentially harming our babies. At the very least, you can restrict 
the use of these reproductive and developmental toxicants near our schools – 64 of which were 
identified by the California Department of Public Health office as being within ¼-mile of highly 
hazardous pesticide use.6  

We cannot close without noting how thoroughly disappointed we were upon reading that County Ag 
Commissioners as a group – a group which we understand you lead -- agreed together not to act on 
Dacthal (DCPA) until the US EPA forced the issue: "[A]t a conference where DCPA was discussed 
following EPA's April 1 warning, 'None of the ag commissioners planned to restrict it' until the EPA 
acted."7  

You’re supposed to protect us, not collude against us. 

Sincerely, 

 
Yanely Martinez 
Organizer 

 
1 https://www.pesticidereform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SASS-MontereyCAC_Dacthal_8-23.pdf 
2 https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/pur/pur22rep/categories/reproductive_toxins_pounds_applied.pdf 
3 https://www.pesticidereform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SASS_MontCAC_13D_9-23.pdf 
4 https://www.pesticidereform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SASS_MontCAC_OPs_10-23.pdf 
5 https://www.pesticidereform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SASS_MontCAC_Toxic13_9-21-23.pdf 
6 https://www.phi.org/wp-
content/uploads/migration/uploads/application/files/m0lvrkqvtqh6897fl65fyegso0p8qqqudkrto9v13d6uiocq0r.pd
f But note Monterey County Agricultural Commissioner Eric Lauritzen said there are more than 
65: https://www.thecalifornian.com/story/news/2016/10/01/state-county-move-pesticides-near-
schools/91370532/ 
7 https://www.ojaivalleynews.com/news/v-c-ag-commissioner-growers-shocked-dangerous-chemical-allowed-so-
long/article_71c6b914-545a-11ef-b6a2-435d350cf018.html 
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