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January 12, 2024 
 
 
Julie Henderson, Director 
California Department of Pesticide Regulation 
1001 I Street, PO Box 4015 
Sacramento, CA 95812-4015 
Via email: dpr23002@cdpr.ca.gov 

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
westberkeleyalliance@yahoo.com

westberkeleyalliance.org/

WANT CLEAN AIR?
Call: 1-800-334-6367

every time (24/7) that you smell 
the odor!

Health Risk Facts
West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs

The West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs is focused 
on getting Pacific Steel Casting Company (PSC) to clean up. PSC 
says its operations are safe, and that the Health Risk Assessment 
(HRA) they are producing will say so too. But the consultants that 
designed the HRA were paid by PSC, and PSC was allowed weeks 
to remove “trade secrets” before turning over only partial HRA data to 
the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD). PSC and 
BAAQMD also signed a backroom, no-public-input-allowed settlement 
agreement allowing PSC to add “odor neutralizers” to emissions, 
masking PSC’s odor but not removing toxics.

What is Pacific Steel Doing to Our Air?

PSC Second Worst Cancer Risk
A Pacific Institute analysis shows that, of all Bay Area TRI (Toxic Release Inventory) facilities ranked 
for carcinogen risk-related impacts in 1997, Pacific Steel Casting Company ranked 2nd highest for 
carcinogen risk out of 30 industries.1 In 1997, Pacific Steel was far from peak production. According 
to Pacific Steel, their production levels have been dramatically increasing since 2000.

EPA Shows PSC in Worst 1% of Health Risks
Dr. Michael Wilson of the University of California Berkeley’s School of Public Health states in a 2006 
report that from 2002 - 2003 Pacific Steel Casting showed a 38% increase of criteria air pollutants 
and an 84% increase of toxic air pollutants, and that the U.S. EPA stationary source risk ratings for 
2,171 industrial sites in six Bay Area counties ranked Pacific Steel Casting as the 12th highest risk.2

Got Asthma?
A 2004 report by the Oakland/Berkeley Asthma Coalition states that Berkeley has an asthma 
hospitalization rate 250% the national Healthy People 2000 objective, disproportionately among 
people of color. The study also states that West Berkeley has the highest rate of asthma 
emergency room visits in all of Berkeley, in part because, “These areas are more heavily impacted 
by industry that releases a multitude of pollutants into the air….”3

PSC Must Come Clean and Clean Up
PSC’s carbon adsorption device will filter out odors if used properly, but not all toxic pollution. It’s time 
for PSC to be a good neighbor by implementing comprehensive Toxic Use Reduction (re-engineering 
to use few toxic chemicals to begin with), Continuous Emissions Monitoring with easy public access 
(to prove PSC reduced toxics and to continuously check that PSC is still clean), and full disclosure of 
all pollution data.

 1 Pacific Institute for Studies in Development, Environment, and Security. “Air Pollution Health Risks to Neighborhood Residents.” 
http://www.neip.org/downloads/aphr.pdf
 2 Michael Wilson, Ph.D. March 30, 2006 document about Pacific Steel Casting and Toxic Use Reduction. Document redistributed on 
request by Alliance (see contact information below).
 3 Oakland Berkeley Asthma Coalition. “Oakland/Berkeley Asthma Hospitalization Report,” Vol.1, 2004. http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/
council1/images/asthma%202004.PDF
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Dear Director Henderson, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on the proposed 
regulation 23-003 Statewide Notification of Agricultural Use of Restricted 
Materials. The undersigned 133 signatories, representing a broad coalition of 
environmental, EJ and sustainable agriculture groups, community-based 
organizations, farmers, unions, and academics applaud the Department of Pesticide 
Regulation (DPR) for this welcome step toward transparency in agricultural 
pesticide use, for which highly impacted agricultural communities have long 
advocated.  

Thank you for incorporating community feedback into DPR’s “Spray Days” pilot 
notification program. The program includes many features that we would like to 
see included in the statewide program. We ask that DPR's regulation include 
sufficient detail to guarantee the adoption in the statewide program of these 
essential components, including: 1) a fully public and transparent website that does 
not require registration of any kind to access; 2) the chemical and product names 
associated with pesticide applications covered by the regulation, along with links 
to potential health impacts from exposure to those pesticides; 3) a visual 
representation of upcoming applications on a map of the state, with the ability to 
zoom in for greater granularity; 4) an option for visitors to sign up to receive alerts 
by text or email; 5) additional information on pesticides and community health  
and 6) provision of all information in the notification system in at least English and 
Spanish, with flexibility to add additional languages. 

However, we are united in calling for the proposal to be amended to include: 

1. The exact location of applications of restricted material pesticides, and  

2. An annual and enforceable community review and revision process to make 
changes as needed.  

Despite extensive feedback from environmental justice stakeholders, this draft 
does not provide the exact location of planned pesticide applications, only the 
Public Land Survey (PLS) square mile section. As DPR has heard repeatedly from 
residents of four communities that hosted notification pilots in 2022, this type of 
notice is insufficient. It does not provide the information that would enable 
community residents to take steps to protect themselves and their families.  



Residents of the pilot communities reported receiving so many notices that they 
either ignored the notifications, or became too afraid to leave the house. People 
understand that the closer they are to a pesticide application, the higher the risk of 
harm. They are justifiably even more concerned about pesticide drift from the field 
next door than from a field a mile across town. Residents of agricultural 
communities, especially pregnant women, also want to know the exact location in 
order to avoid application sites. The applications may be many miles away, but 
could be near or on the route to work or school or a favorite family park. If all the 
public knows is the PLS section, they simply do not have enough information to 
take appropriate safety precautions. 

County agricultural commissioners already know the exact locations of restricted 
material pesticide applications in advance; this information should not be withheld 
from the public. We know of no other public health alert system that deliberately 
excludes known location information. 

DPR has stated that the exact location cannot be provided because this information 
is not standardized in the Notices of Intent (NOI), the forms that growers are 
required to submit to the county agricultural commissioner prior to use of a 
Restricted Material pesticide. DPR has the authority to standardize this information 
during the rulemaking. Indeed, DPR will be adding the new requirement that 
growers submit their NOIs online. This is the time to amend those online NOIs to 
include the same location information as is already included in the permits to 
which the NOIs refer. If DPR will not standardize location information, they 
should commit to publishing the location information in whatever non-
standardized format is provided, or to publishing the permits along with the NOIs.  

This proposal is, as your Department has noted in meetings with environmental 
justice stakeholders, just a first step. Much more needs to be done to ensure that 
Californians are aware of nearby hazardous chemical use. In meetings with 
CalEPA and DPR, environmental justice groups have been told that the regulation 
will include an iterative review and revision process based on community 
feedback. However, this draft includes no such commitment to review and revise, 
only a report by DPR staff after three years.  

This is not good enough. It is vital that DPR keeps the promise it made to 
communities that this small step toward transparency will be accompanied by an 
enforceable commitment to make improvements in the future. 



The lack of an iterative review and revision process in the regulation is particularly 
concerning given the lack of exact location information, and the likelihood that this 
deficit will harm the program’s effectiveness.  

In conclusion, we urge DPR to include the exact location of applications of 
restricted material pesticides, and to commit to establishing and convening an 
annual community advisory panel, composed of impacted community 
members tasked with making enforceable recommendations for 
improvements to the program. We also call on DPR to include the necessary 
level of detail in the regulation to ensure that those components that are critical to a 
robust notification system, as modeled in the Spray Days pilot, are incorporated 
into the statewide system. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jane Sellen and Angel Garcia, Co-Directors 
Californians for Pesticide Reform 
 
 
And the following cosignatories: 

David Diaz, Executive Director 
Active San Gabriel Valley  
 
Patricia Carrillo, Executive Director 
Agriculture and Land-Based Training Association 
 
E. Hardy Kern, Director of Government Relations 
American Bird Conservancy 
 
Cailin Dendas, Environmental Health Senior Coordinator 
As You Sow 
 
 



Cheryl Auger, President 
Ban SUP (Single Use Plastic) 
 
David F. Gassman, Co-convenor 
Bay Area - System Change not Climate Change 
 
Jay Feldman, Executive Director 
Beyond Pesticides 
 
Lisette van Vliet, Senior Policy Manager 
Breast Cancer Prevention Partners 
 
Ellen Marks, Director 
California Brain Tumor Association 
 
Nan Wishner, Board Member 
California Environmental Health Initiative 
 
Raquel Mason, Policy Manager 
California Environmental Justice Alliance 
 
Thomas Helme, Coordinator 
California Environmental Justice Coalition 
 
Clarissa Ramirez, Policy Manager 
California Latinas for Reproductive Justice 
 
Carmen Comsti, Lead Regulatory Policy Specialist 
California Nurses Association 
 
Barbara Sattler, Executive Leadership Council Member 
California Nurses for Environmental Health and Justice 
 
Larry Hanson, President 
California River Watch 
 
Anne Katten, Pesticide and Work Health and Safety Specialist 
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
 
 



Sandra Garcia, President 
Campesinas Unidas del Valle de San Joaquin 
 
Teresa Gomez, Organizer 
CAPS 805 
 
Jonathan Evans, Environmental Health Legal Director 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Ann Lopez, Executive Director 
Center for Farmworker Families  
 
Rebecca Spector, West Coast Director 
Center for Food Safety 
 
Grecia Orozco, Staff Attorney 
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment 
 
Kevin Hamilton, Co-Executive Director 
Central California Asthma Collaborative 
 
Nayamin Martinez, Executive Director 
Central California Environmental Justice Network 
 
Lucas Zucker, Co-Executive Director 
Central Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy 
 
Catherine Garoupa, Executive Director 
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition 
 
Jesus Martinez, Executive Director 
Central Valley Immigrant Integration Collaborative 
 
Dr. Daniel O’Connell, Director 
Central Valley Partnership 
 
Sarait Martinez, Ed.D., Executive Director 
Centro Binacional para el Desarrollo Indígena Oaxaqueño 
 
 



Jeffery Freitas, President 
California Federation of Teachers 
 
Kelly Hardy, Senior Managing Director, Health & Research 
Children Now 
 
Andria Ventura, Policy Director 
Clean Water Action 
 
Renee Donato Nelson, President 
Clean Water and Air Matter 
 
Suzanne Hume, Educational Director & Founder 
CleanEarth4Kids.org 
 
Bill Magavern, Policy Director 
Coalition for Clean Air 
 
Agustin Martinez, Community Health Worker 
Comité Cívico del Valle 
 
Tim Prado, Vice President 
Comité Progreso de Lamont  
 
Estela Escolto, President 
Committee for a Better Arvin 
 
Anabel Marquez, President 
Committee for a Better Shafter 
 
Larry Hanson, Board Member 
Community Clean Water Institute 
 
Abraham Mendoza III, Senior Policy Advocate 
Community Water Center 
 
Cynthia Babich, Founder and Director 
Del Amo Action Committee 
 
 



Dolores Huerta, Founder & President 
Camila Chavez, Executive Director 
Dolores Huerta Foundation 
 
Martin Bourque, Executive Director 
Ecology Center 
 
Esperanza Vielma, Executive Director 
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water 
 
Miguel Alatorre, Executive Director 
El Pueblo Para el Aire y Agua Limpia de Kettleman City/ The People for 
Clean Air and Water of Kettleman City  
 
Dan Silver, Executive Director 
Endangered Habitats League 
 
Ann Blake, Ph.D., Founder & Principal 
Environmental & Public Health Consulting 
 
Theodora Scarato, Executive Director 
Environmental Health Trust  
 
Thomas Wheeler, Executive Director 
Environmental Protection Information Center- EPIC 
 
Bill Allayaud, California Director of Government Affairs 
Environmental Working Group 
 
Lendri Purcell, President 
Families Advocating for Chemical and Toxics Safety (FACTS) 
 
lauren Ornelas, Founder/Senior Programs Director 
Food Empowerment Project 
 
Ellee Igoe, Director 
Foodshed Cooperative 
 
Christine Farren, Executive Director 
Foodwise 



 
Maria Gonzalez, Project Specialist 
Fresno Building Healthy Communities 
 
Jim Lindburg, Legislative Consultant 
Friends Committee on Legislation of California 
 
Jason Davidson, Senior Food and Agriculture Campaigner 
Friends of the Earth 
 
Victor Torres, Co-Founder Youth Leader 
Future Leaders of Change 
 
Michelle Perro, MD, CEO 
GMOScience.org 
 
Gay Browne, Founder/CEO 
Green Media Group 
 
Bradley Angel, Executive Director 
Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice 
 
Veronica Aguirre, Co-Chair 
HEAL - Healthy Environment for All Lives 
 
Maxie Blasini Roman, California Regional Program Manager, Healthy Food in 
Health Care 
Health Care Without Harm 
 
Kristen Murphy, Co-Founder, Partner 
JAIDE Conservation Collective, LLC 
 
José Bravo, Executive Director 
Just Transition Alliance 
 
Kimberly Baker, Executive Director 
Klamath Forest Alliance 
 
Madeline Harris, Regional Policy Manager 
Leadership Counsel for Justice & Accountability 



 
Gloria Alonso Cruz, Environmental Justice Advocacy Coordinator 
Little Manila Rising 
 
Belita Cowan, President 
Lymphoma Foundation of America 
 
Leah Segedie, Founder 
Mamavation 
 
Lynn Kersey, Executive Director 
Maternal and Child Health Access 
 
Michael Freund, Attorney 
Michael Freund & Associates  
 
Vanessa Terán, Director of Policy 
Mixteco/Indígena Community Organizing Project (MICOP) 
 
Rika Gopinath, California Co-Chair 
Moms Advocating Sustainability  
 
Zen Honeycutt, Founding Executive Director 
Moms Across America 
 
Francisco Rodriguez, Secretary Treasurer 
Monterey Bay Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO 
 
Catherine Crockett, Board President 
Monterey Peace and Justice Center 
 
Chelsea Hsin-Feng, Executive Director 
Monterey Waterkeeper 
 
Lena Brook, Interim Director, Food and Agriculture 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
 
Diana Carpinone, President 
Non Toxic Communities 
 



Kim Konte, Founder 
Non-Toxic Neighborhoods 
 
Ana Elisa Wilson, Program Specialist/Equity, Healthy Communities & 
Environment 
Northwest Center for Alternatives to Pesticides 
 
Dave Henson, Executive Director 
Occidental Arts and Ecology Center 
 
Darek Trowbridge, Owner 
Old World Winery  
 
Suguet Lopez, Executive Director 
Organización en California de Líderes Campesinas, Inc. 
 
Annie Beaman, Director of Advocacy and Outreach 
Our Children’s Earth Foundation 
 
Asha Sharma, Organizing Co-Director, California 
Pesticide Action Network North America (PANNA) 
 
Julie M. Royes, Executive Director 
PesticideFreeRP 
 
Martha Dina Argüello, Executive Director 
Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los Angeles 
 
Eduardo Guevara, Executive Director 
Promotores Comunitarios del Desierto 
 
Patty Mayall, Founder/Director 
Protect Our Watershed San Mateo County  
 
Moira Sullivan, Co-founder 
Protect Wild Petaluma 
 
Gopal Shanker, President 
Récolte Energy 
 



Lilith Rogers, President 
Rachel Carson Returns 
 
Mackenzie Feldman, Project Director 
Re:wild Your Campus  
 
Nancy Faulstich, Executive Director 
Regeneración – Pajaro Valley Climate Action 
 
Brandon Kitigawa, Senior Policy Associate 
Regional Asthma Management and Prevention 
 
Chance Cutrano, Director of Programs 
Resource Renewal Institute 
 
Ron Whitehurst, Co-Owner and Pest Control Advisor 
Rincon-Vitova Insectaries, Inc. 
 
Yanely Martinez, Community Organizer 
Safe Ag Safe Schools - Monterey Bay 
 
Larry Glass, Executive Director 
Safe Alternatives for Our Forest Environment S.A.F.E. 
 
Oscar Ramos, Migrant Program Director 
Salinas City Elementary School District 
 
Robert M. Gould, President 
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 
Cea Higgins, Co-Founder 
Save the Sonoma Coast 
 
Ted Schettler MD, MPH, Science Director 
Science and Environmental Health Network 
 
Michael Gasser, Steering Committee Member 
Science for the People 
 
 



Martha Camacho Rodriguez, Director 
SEE (Social Eco Education) 
 
Gabriela Facio, Policy Strategist 
Sierra Club CA 
 
Lindsey Pratt, Farm Institute Associate 
Sierra Harvest 
 
Nichole Warwick, Board Co-Chair 
Sonoma Safe Agriculture Safe Schools 
 
Shoshana Wechsler, Co-Coordinator 
Sunflower Alliance 
 
Xavier Morales, Executive Director 
The Praxis Project 
 
Herman Barahona, Lead Community Organizer 
The Sacramento Environmental Justice Coalition 
 
Patricia Pagaling, Executive Director 
Transition to Organics 
 
Angel Garcia, Interim Coordinator 
Tulare County CAPS 
 
Miriam Greenberg, Faculty Director 
UC Santa Cruz Center for Labor and Community 
 
Pete Maturino, UFCW 5 Agricultural Division Director 
UFCW Local 5 
 
Jassy Grewal, Legislative Director 
UFCW Western States Council  
 
Stephanie Seidmon, Program Director 
UndauntedK12 
 
 



Daniel Barad, Western States Policy Manager 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
 
Jocelyn Sherman, UFW Digital Director 
United Farm Workers 
 
Natalia Deeb-Sossa, Professor, Chicana/o Studies Department 
University of California at Davis 
 
Abbey Kingdon, Owner 
UVE 
 
Bianca Lopez, Co-Founder/Project Director 
Valley Improvement Projects (VIP) 
 
Janice Schroeder, Core Member 
West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs 
 
Jo Ann Baumgartner, Executive Director 
Wild Farm Alliance 
 
Janus Holt Matthes, Board Chair 
Wine & Water Watch 
 
Randa Solick, Member 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, Santa Cruz Branch 
 
Stephen Knight, Executive Director 
Worksafe 
 
Rika Gopinath, Chair/President 
YardSmartMarin.org 


